News Bulletin 


Published Weekly by the 
FOREIGN POLICY ASSOCIATION 
National Headquarters 
18 East 41st Street, New York, N. Y. 


Subscription, One Dollar a Year 


Entered as second- 
class matter December 
2, 1921, at the Post 
Office at New York, 
N. Y., under the act 
of March $8, 1879. 


James G. McDONALD, Chairman 
Gores M. La Montz, Treasurer 


CHRISTINA MERRIMAN, Secretary 
EstHer G. Ocpan, Membership 
RayMOND L. Busiu, Research Director 


F. P. A. Membership, Five Dollars a Year 


VoL. VII, No. 6 


DECEMBER 16, 1927 


F. P. A. INFORMATION SERVICE 
Vol. III, No. 21—22 December 238, 1927 
The International Naval Situation 
A Double Number 
Subscription rates to this Service: F. P. A. 


regular members, $3.00; non-members, $5.00; 
individual copies, 25¢c each. 


ag 


IS PEACE!’ 


66 7T is Peace.” 

To these conciliatory words of the 
Lithuanian Premier, the Polish Prime 
Minister dramatically replied, “I shall 
order a Te Deum of joy to be sung in all 
the churches of Poland.” 


Thus, in the Council of the League of 
Nations, December 10, was prepared the 
way for the Council’s solution, later in the 
day, of the most immediately dangerous 
question between the two countries. It 
was a spectacular vindication of the use- 
fulness of the Council as a mediator with 
impressive moral authority. 


Prime Ministers Pilsudski and Walde- 
maras agreed to enter into direct negotia- 
tions as soon as possible to end the de jure 
state of war which has continued for more 
than seven years between these two neigh- 
bors. Moreover, the Council is to set up 
a committee which will investigate Lith- 
uania’s complaint that her minorities have 
been wronged in Poland. And should 
there arise an incident, or a threat of an 
incident between the two countries, the 
League Secretary General and Jonkheer 
Beelaerts van Blokland, rapporteur for 
the Council on this question, will be noti- 
fied and will then immediately consider 
what steps may be necessary to bring 
about better relations. 


This settlement leaves the moot question 
of Vilna undetermined. Probably, how- 
ever, Lithuania, though continuing to de- 
cline to recognize Poland’s right to Vilna, 
will not again challenge the status quo in 
such a way as to threaten war. Nor is 
there much likelihood that Poland will vio- 
late her pledge to the Council by jeopard- 
izing the independence of Lithuania 
through a military coup d'etat. 


Imagination Run Riot 


NEW scare story about another dis- 

astrous blow to the authority of the 
Russian Soviet Government has been ex- 
ploded. November 25, an Associated Press 
dispatch from Bucharest reported, on 
second hand authority, that “chaos and 
anarchy are reigning in the Ukraine, with 
hundreds killed in street riots.” Four 
days later, Navarre Atkinson, special cor- 
respondent to the New York Times, cabled 
from Be:sarabia: 


“The string of Ukrainian towns and villages 
along the Dniester, which forms the boundary 
between Russia and Rumania, have been in 
spasmodic revolt against Soviet authority for 
the last three months. Now, apparently, the 
insurrection has been extinguished in a torrent 
of blood.” 


December 2, Walter Duranty, New York 
Times correspondent in Moscow, cabled 
convincing evidence that these stories of 
revolts and disturbances should be dis- 
credited. A few days later Mr. Atkinson 
discovered that the reports on which he 
had based his account were “for the most 
part, exaggerated, but appeared to be not 
without some basis of fact.” Similarly, an 
Associated Press dispatch of December 9 
reports that a correspondent sent to in- 
vestigate the situation in the Ukraine “has 
been unable to locate any disorder of the 
least importance.” 


The Constitution and “Outlawry”’ 


INCE President Coolidge on November 
26 suggested in his conference with the 
press that the Capper resolution, which 
calls for a treaty between the United 
States and France declaring that both 
countries formally “renounce war as an 


_—__ 
a 


instrument of public policy,” might be un- 
constitutional, there have appeared in the 
papers a number of statements on this 
point by competent authorities. It is the 
consensus of opinion that the proposed 
treaty would be constitutional, and that it 
would no more conflict with the powers 
delegated to Congress than do the provi- 
sions of the Washington Conference Treaty 
Limiting Naval Armament, or the so- 
called Bryan Peace Commission Treaties. 


Despite his question as to possible con- 
stitutional difficulties, President Coolidge, 
according to Miss Jane Addams, who on 
December 10 presented a petition to him 
on behalf of the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom, has reit- 
erated his desire to secure the adoption 
of a treaty outlawing war between the 
United States and France. 


Lindbergh vs. Hearst 


-y° HE news of Lindbergh’s good-will 

flight to Mexico has overshadowed 
Hearst’s latest disclosure, December 9,— 
a document dated July 15, 1926, and al- 
leged to be an order from President Calles 
for the payment of $1,200,000 to three un- 
named United States Senators for “pro- 
Mexican propaganda.” A special Senate 
Committee, with Senator Reed of Penn- 
sylvania as Chairman, was the next day 
set up to investigate this charge. In the 
meantime, Mexico City gave the Spirit of 
St. Louis a reception which rivalled those 
at le Bourget and Croydon. 


Diversion By Terror 


URING the very week when Ameri- 

cans were being assured that a report 
on Rumania just published by the Ameri- 
can Committee on the Rights of Religious 
Minorities was exaggerated and over- 
pessimistic, there have occurred in Tran- 
sylvania outrages which quite overshadow 
protestations we have heard that “Jews in 
Rumania are satisfied.” It was with a 
remarkable impunity that delegates to a 
student conference in Transylvania were 
permitted last week to continue assaulting 
and killing peaceable Hungarians and 
Jews, including women and children. An 
extraordinary charge has been made that 
the Rumanian Government deliberately 
encouraged the pogroms (by revoking the 
penalties imposed three years ago upon 
anti-Semitic student leaders) for the pur- 
pose of diverting attention from the dyn- 
astic and political troubles of the realm. 
Four hundred of the students were put 
under arrest after half a week of rioting. 
Now the Government is faced on the one 
hand with a threatened strike of all Ru- 
manian students, and on the other hand 
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with the humiliating necessity of satisfy- 
ing the governments of foreign countries, 
including Hungary, Great Britain and the 
United States, whose nationals suffered 
during the disorders, under circumstances 
discreditable to the Rumanian authorities. 


Re-open Negotiations! 


HE most impressive appeal yet made 
for the continuation of negotiations for 
the United States’ adherence to the Per- 
manent Court of International Justice was 
that sent to President Coolidge, December 
12, signed by more than 400 prominent 
men and women of all shades of public 
opinion from every State in the Union. 
The statement was simple and direct: 
“We, the undersigned citizens of forty-eight 
States, believe that the differences between the 
United States and the States signatory to the 
Protocol of the Statute of the Permanent Court 
of International Justice are in large part due 
to misunderstandings which could certainly 
be resolved in the conversations that normally 
accompany the negotiation of treaties. May 
we convey to you our urgent hope—a hope 
which we believe to be entertained by a vast 
number of our fellow citizens—that you will 
indicate the willingness of the United States 
to continue negotiations with a view to remov- 
ing the difficulties which stand in the way of 
consummating the adherence of the United 
States to the Permanent Court?” 


A Billion in Five Years? 
AS President Coolidge unreservedly 
appioved the naval program of the 
General Board? That the answer is “Yes” 
would seem to be indicated by the follow- 
ing announcement from Washington, De- 
cember 12: 


“President Coolidge has approved a five-year 
naval building program, which, according to 
members of Congress to whom it was shown 
today, calls for an ultimate expenditure of 
more than $1,000,000,000, exceeding the ex- 
penditures for the 1916 naval program, the 
largest the Government has undertaken, and 
approaching that program in number of ships 
authorized.” 


Members of the F. P. A. are reminded that a 
Memorial Service in honor of Mrs. Gordon Norrie 
will be held at the Y. W. C. A., 600 Lexington 
Avenue, on December 19, at 8:15. 


Survey of International Affairs, prepared under 
the direction of Arnold J. Toynbee for the 
Royal Institute of International Affairs. Pub- 
lished annually by Oxford University Press, 
London: Humphrey Milford. Copies are avail- 
able to F. P. A. members at a reduced price of 
$6.38, plus postage. 


These annual surveys are scholarly and, as far 
as possible, impartial records,—leaning if at all 
to the liberal side. 


China To-day: Political, by Stanley K. Hornbeck, 

Boston, World Peace Foundation, 1927. 

An excellent concise review of the development 
of Chinese Nationalism and the nature of the 
revolt against external influences. A valuable 
appendix is included. 
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